MAROTHODI

Deep in the heart of southern Africa, the ruins of a
colossal stone walled town bear silent testimony to

an African way of life almost forgotten ...

Undisturbed since it was abandoned nearly two centuries ago, Marothodi
was the royal capital ofa Tlokwa chiefdom, the metal-producing ancestors
of a community still living in South Africa and Botswana. Using an
interdisciplinary combination of archaeology, history, ethnography and
oral tradition, the remarkable legacy of Marothodi and its people can

now be explored.

Filled with the results of brand new research and over 170 maps, plans,
photographs and illustrations, this book introduces the historical
archaeology of one of the great Iron Age Tswana towns of South Africa,

and tells a fascinating story of pre-colonial African achievement.

Dr MARK ANDERSON, archaeologist, writer and
speaker, was born in England. He studied at Reading and
Oxford Universities, and worked as a professional Field
Archaeologist before completing his Ph.D at the University
of Cape Town in South Africa. He has toured as a guest
lecturer for the Archaeological Institute of America, and is

a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society.

Front cover upper: A royal lapa at Marothodi (C. Biggi); lower: Tswana women
in a domestic lapa, circa 1860s (South African National Library); spear head
from Marothodi (M. Anderson). Back cover from top: aerial photo of a walled
homestead at Marothodi (R. Mason/Wits); 1890s Tswana homestead in Botswana
(W. C. Willoughby); Hurutshe women at Kaditshwene, 1820 (J. Campbell); plan
of a Marothodi dwelling structure (M. Anderson); drinking vessel excavated
at Marothodi (N. Rusch/UCT); bone scrapers from Marothodi (M. Anderson);
centrepiece: clay cow figurine from Marothodi (M. Anderson).
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